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same time he was attacked \vith no less violence by the
reactionary Press as being a dangerously revolutionary
member of the Cabinet during his tenure of the port-
folio of Foreign Affairs. His fears proved only too
true, and he lived to see the pendulum swing from
autocracy to Bolshevism. There was no place for
moderation, tolerance and broad-mindedness in the
passionate struggle for supremacy between the reac-
tionary and revolutionary parties.

Alexander Iswolsky was born at Moscow on the
17th March, 1856. His family was of ancient Polish
origin, established in Russia for centuries, and belonged
to the rural gentry, who, as he tells us in his memoirs,
preferred a quiet, comfortable and cultured life upon
their estates to the turmoil of political life and the social
activities of the capital. He graduated from the Im-
perial Lyceum at St. Petersburg in 1875, the youngest
of his class, receiving the gold medal, the highest reward
attainable at the Lyceum, His thesis was the Brussels
Conference of 1874 on t^le ^aws anc^ customs of war.
Immediately after finishing his studies at the Lyceum
he entered the Foreign Office as Attache to the Chan-
cellerie of Prince Gortchakoff, and three years later he
became secretary to the international commission at
Philippopolis for the organization of Eastern Roumelia.
As a reward for his brilliant work upon that commission
he was appointed first secretary of legation at Bucharest.
He was then only twenty-three years of age.
From Bucharest he was transferred to Washington,
where he studied with the greatest interest a system
of government differing as completely as possible